
The exhibition 

The exhibition was inspired by the understanding 

and the commitment of 35 Israeli women from 

all cultural and religious backgrounds: Jewish, 

Muslim, Christian and Circassian, reflecting 

the diversity within Israeli society. The chosen 

theme was The Olive Tree and through their 

passion the artists created an environment of 

tolerance, friendship and sharing.

The exhibition has travelled throughout 

Europe and been seen at significant locations 

including The European Parliament and the 

United Nations.

The UK is planning a nationwide programme 

that will then go to Austria and the United 

States. 

The roots of the project  

Whilst exploring the interests and ambitions of 

the local community, the director of the WIZO 

Gruss Community Centre in Afula discovered 

that many of the women wanted to paint.

As a result, the art teacher brought together  

35 women aged 17-80, originally from 

Lithuania, Umm al-Fahad, Tiberias, Romania, 

Nazareth, Isfaahan, Argentina and the 

Caucasian mountains and started an art class.

“Make art, share culture, widen horizons and 

strengthen understanding” is their philosophy.

The artists

Since this initial project, the ladies continue 

to work together to develop their painting 

skills and grow their friendships, sharing with 

friends, family, and other communities, both 

in Israel and internationally, their very special 

experience of Unity in Diversity.

The Community Centre in Afula 

The WIZO Gruss Community Centre in Afula 

was founded in 1986 in an economically 

disadvantaged neighbourhood with a large 

immigrant population. The Centre provides 

services to all communities in and around  

the region.

An impressive exhibition demonstrating friendship and 

understanding through the language of art. A moving 

expression of tolerance, friendship and love.

About the project



1
WIZO is Israel’s largest social welfare provider 

working alongside the government.

2
WIZO is one of Israel’s largest employers with an 

annual budget in excess of £125m, supported by 

a network of dedicated volunteers.

3
WIZO’s 800 dynamic projects care for 

thousands of Israel’s most vulnerable citizens 

regardless of race or religion.

4
Over 53,000 infants, children and teenagers 

attend WIZO’s day care centres, after school 

clubs, youth villages and vocational schools.

5
Pre-school day centres, keep young children at 

risk, aged 6 months to 3 years, safe and secure.

6
WIZO equips vulnerable parents with key life 

skills enabling them to keep their children at 

home safely.

7
Secondary schools, vocational schools and 

teenage support networks, develop and 

encourage troubled teenagers to complete their 

education.

8
Shelters for domestic abuse keep women and 

children safe, rebuilding their confidence and 

empowering their independence.

9
WIZO provides dedicated hotlines responding 

to issues around parenting, legal problems and 

domestic violence issues.

10
WIZO’s programmes in community centres and 

branches support local single parent families, 

immigrant groups, vulnerable teenagers and 

the elderly through practical and vocational 

programmes.

10 key facts about WIZO



WIZO believes that there is opportunity to 

advance a large number of women to more 

prominent roles in society and positions of 

influence and leadership. Developing and 

supporting women’s initiatives is the best way  

to achieve these goals. 

Women and Their Olive Trees is an initiative  

which has brought together a number of 

women from different faiths and cultures, all 

living in close proximity, but very separate lives.

Through their shared passion for art and a desire 

to influence the ‘landscape’ around them, these 

ladies have grown close, created friendships and 

have been encouraged and motivated to move 

forward to pursue interests and develop skills to 

take them on the next stage of their journey.

WIZO continues to reach out to find appropriate 

opportunities to address needs, interests and 

ambitions, changing lives and building futures 

for all citizens of Israel.

WIZO’s unique programme is designed to train women  
for leadership positions in various sectors including;  
politics, public service, finance and social and  
cultural environments.

Women’s Leadership Programme



Why such a contrasted society? 

A number of military conquests stormed this 

area before and after the arrival of the Hebrews 

coming in the 12th century BC. The direction 

of the population changed with the emergence 

of Christianity at the 1st century and Islam at 

the 7th century. Many native populations were 

forced into conversion. New migrants settled 

in the country and others were displaced by 

those in authority. 

The Jewish comeback from the beginning of 

the 19th century resulted in the creation of the 

State of Israel, May 14th 1948. 

The Christian presence originates from the 

Aramean, the crusaders, the Armenians, the 

Copts of Egypt. 

Some of the migrations or displacements 

were due to religious (the crusades), historical 

(during the Ottoman Empire), political (creation 

of the Iraqi, Trans-Jordanian, Egyptian 

kingdoms), or economic reasons. Some result 

from the persecution of minorities (Circassians, 

Bahais, Jews). This is how the country has 

grown to present a multi-faceted and complex 

human panorama. Each group retains its own 

identity and language and claims this should 

be maintained. Today, the essential and most 

difficult challenge all democratic societies 

have to address is building and strengthening 

a civic identity that would bridge these 

differences and bring everyone together to 

form a caring society. 

A democracy for all

Israel offers a strong and genuine, impartial 

judiciary. It extends understanding to all 

religious elements and guarantees equal rights 

to all citizens. 

An historic and social reality determined by the arrival of 

the various populations and the implications.

Diversity among Israeli citizens



Minorities 

Hebrew and Arabic are both official languages. 

All nationalities are represented and all 

populations interact with one another. Perhaps 

a modern Tower of Babel full of promise for 

the whole area. Israel’s minorities are 24.7% 

of the total population of 7,881 million. As full 

and equal citizens they have representation 

in the Knesset and secular parties. They enjoy 

the same rights and duties. Military duties are 

performed in accordance with the needs of 

each group (Muslims, Christians, Bedouins) 

while remaining compulsory to others (Jews, 

Druzes, Circassians, Baha’is). 

Gradual emancipation 

Due to the traditions and in some cases, 

patriarchal way of life, some social or ethnic 

groups are living a precarious existence. 

Additional economic or cultural factors such as 

pressure of tradition, early marriage, honour-

related violence often increase insecurity. 

School, education, medical assistance, civic 

duties, social welfare all work together to 

support the true social emancipation processes, 

particularly for women. 

Armenians  Included in the numbers of Christians  Jerusalem

Bahais  Estimated at approximately 1,000  Haifa and Akko

Bedouins  230,000  Negev and Galilee

Christians  154,500  Urban

Circassians  3 ,000/4 ,000  Villages in Galilee

Copts  Included in the numbers of Christians  Jerusalem

Druze  127 ,000   Towns and villages in the Galilee and Golan

Jews  6,104 millions  Towns, villages, kibbutzim and moshavim

Sunni Muslims  1,3 millions  Mixed towns and villages

The populations of Israel

Total population 8,904,373 million in 2014.



 In the bible, the olive tree features significantly 

>  Rebirth “the dove came back to him towards 

evening, and there in its bill was a plucked-off 

olive leaf.” (Genesis 7, 11) 

>  The people ”you shall further instruct the 

Israelis to bring you clear oil of beaten olives 

for lightning, for kindling lights regularly.” 

(Exodus 27, 20) 

>  The soul “the Lord named you verdant olive 

tree, fair, with choice fruit.” (Jeremiah 11, 16) 

According to Judaism both the olive tree and 

its oil are symbols of justice and mercy. 

Midrash compares the long period of time 

necessary for the olive to mature before the oil 

can be extracted, to the hardships of the Jewish 

people. This awareness led to identifying its 

spiritual potential. Olive branches together with 

willow, palm tree and myrtle cover the roof of the 

iconic hut of the Feast of Tabernacles - Sukkot. 

According to the gospels and Christianity the 

olive tree is a symbol of sacrifice and love. 

The oil of the olive tree symbolizes the Holy 

Spirit embodied in the anointed Jesus walking to 

the Mount of Olive Trees with his companions. 

(Luke’s Gospel 4 and 22) It features joy, 

prosperity and brotherhood. In the Gethsemane 

garden (olive press in Aramean) Jesus prayed 

with the apostles during the final night of the 

passion. He was crucified on a cross made of 

olive wood.  

In the collective unconscious of humanity, the olive tree 

evokes metaphysical symbolisms deeply rooted in the 

foundations of our civilization.

The olive tree and its origins



According to the Quran and Islam 

“the olive tree is the central tree, the world’s 

axis, the symbol of universal humanity, of the 

Prophet. The blessed tree is linked to the light 

since olive oil would feed the lamps”. 

The olive and it’s oil are mentioned seven times 

in the Quran. Sura 95 “At-Tin” (the fig tree) 

attests: “by the fig tree and the olive tree and 

by Mount Sinai and by this secure city….” The 

blessed olive tree is considered a symbol of 

bliss. Prince of the faithful Omar ibn Khattâb, the 

Messenger of Allah says: “eat the oil and spread it 

on you for it has come from a holy tree”. 

In the myths of Ancient Greece the olive 

tree was a symbol of strength, victory, 

reconciliation, peace, loyalty. 

The goddess Athena offered the Athenians an 

olive tree as her most beautiful gift. The winners 

of the games were crowned with olive twigs. 

The Greeks would worship the twelve original 

trunks symbolizing civilization, peace and victory 

among the dark forces. The beggar would come 

with an olive branch demanding a truce or 

pleading for peace. [Fenelon, Telemaque XXI] 

The olive tree has been traced back to 

Mesopotamia, Syria and Israel 6,000 years BC It 

was brought to Egypt 1,500 years BC and only 

600 years BC the Greeks imported the olive tree

to the Mediterranean coastlines. The populations 

of those Near-East countries consider the olive 

tree their emblem and their most precious 

property. Some of these trees reach 2000 years 

of age and grow up to 20 metres in height. Its 

gnarled hardwood has numerous handicraft 

applications and the healing and nurturing 

properties of olive oil are appreciated everywhere.



Aliza Peled 
A Moment of Rest

I was born in Israel to a Parisian mother who 

survived the Nazi occupation and wore the 

yellow Star of David. 

I work in the local hospital as a nurse. My 

stressful profession brought me to indulge in 

painting to balance my heart and soul. 

The olive tree is symbolic in its roots of our 

connection to our country and our longing for 

peace. The project enables me to paint with 

women of a different culture and to get to know 

them and their ways. 

We can find olive trees in the villages, 

kibbutzim, on the sides of the highways and on 

intersections. The olive tree allows me to rest 

in its shade and to find my soul in quiet and 

peaceful moments.

The name of my painting is “A moment of Rest”.





Amal Bisharat Hana 
The Olive Tree and the Swing

The olive tree is known for its beauty, its noble 

elegance as it ages, and of course the many 

healthful benefits of its fruit and oil. The swing 

swinging from this olive tree is also a very special 

symbol for me - as young children we were 

placed in a swing, under the protective embrace 

of the branches of the olive trees and rocked 

back and forth by our parents and grandparents. 

I would like to offer thanks to the leaders of 

this project who are inspiring to create a group 

of women - Jewish and Arab, all residents of 

the Lower Galilee - who love to paint. With the 

common language of women, whether Jewish, 

Christian, Muslim or Circassian, we were a 

group, learning together, laughing together and 

painting together.

The name of my painting is “The Olive Tree  

and the Swing”.

I am Amal Bisharat Hana, widow, mother of 

three, born in 1971 in Nazareth, Israel. I am very 

honoured that my painting “The Olive Tree and 

the Swing” was chosen for this prestigious show. 

I am at my best when painting nature. The olive 

tree in particular has a very special significance 

for me. It is a symbol from my youth, as my 

family would gather together every October 

and pick the olives from our trees. It remains a 

cherished memory that I relive each time I paint. 

It represents the sweetest days of my youth. 





Asma Khalaf 
The Generous Tree

I believe in peace and am certain that we all can 

live together. 

I, my husband and children, live in a small village 

near Afula. I am thrilled to be in the Olive Tree 

project. When the Arab and Jewish women 

meet I don’t feel that we are different. 

The paintings show how much we are alike and 

connected. We are friends, we talk about our 

family and our hardships. We are true friends. In 

my eyes there is no difference between Asma 

and Ruth. We are all human beings. When my 

son sees that I have Jewish friends, that I see 

them every week, he will grow to also have 

Jewish friends. 

My olive tree is especially big. The roots are deep 

in the earth, the branches are high in the sky. 

The tree teaches us to give as it gives its olives 

for us to eat and the oil for food and healing. 

The name of my painting is “The Generous Tree”.





Aya Azran 
My Olive Tree in all its Shades

I was born in 1935 in Kibbutz Mizra, Israel. 

My parents came from Poland. I am a 

cosmetician. This is my third year studying art in 

a variety of disciplines and styles. 

The joint group of Arab and Jewish women 

meant a lot to me and I can see the love and 

bond between us all. Getting to know the 

olive tree through nature reminds me of my 

childhood at the kibbutz. 

The tree always looks nice, sometimes big, 

sometimes renewed, changing its colors to 

silver, light blue, dark and light green, and 

everything is wonderful. I hope the dove of 

peace will fly off with an olive leaf. 

The name of the painting is “My Olive Tree  

in all its Shades”.





Klara Bloom 
The Tree that Unites the Arabs and the Jews

I was born in Romania and came to Israel 

in 1961. I live in Afula and I worked as an 

accountant for 40 years.

I hope and wish that our paintings will be 

exhibited in many countries and help bring 

hearts closer and bring peace to all of us , the 

Jewish people and the Arab people.

The name of my painting is “The Tree that Unites 

the Arabs and the Jews”.





Dalya Notkin Segal 
Optimism

I was born in 1958 in Israel. I am an optician and I 

own a shop in Afula. 

I believe in coexistence and this is why this 

project is so important for me. My painting has 

happy colours that arouse the joy of life and my 

need for dialogue. 

When a customer comes to my shop I start a 

pleasant dialogue and help him choose the right 

eyeglasses. Hopefully, with these eyeglasses he 

will be able to see the world in a better light. 

The name of my painting is “Optimism”.





Dorit Harit  
The Strong Tree

I am married to Amir and have been living in 

Afula for 40 years. 

My children were born here as well. I find a 

parallel between the olive tree and life, in its thick 

intertwined roots and in the movement of its 

branches, in its silvery colours affected by the 

sun and the weather. 

Olive trees from 2000 years ago and even more 

can be found in the Galilee. The olive tree is one 

of the symbols of the State of Israel and it is one 

of the kinds of fruit with which the Land of Israel 

was blessed. 

The olive tree is a very strong tree and it adapts 

to most environments. Its roots help it survive 

even with no watering or human care. The olive 

tree has a fascinating history but it also has a 

promising future. 

The name of my painting is “The Strong Tree”.





Dvora Katz  
The Olive Branch

I was born in 1960 in Argentina and immigrated 

in 2002 to Israel with my husband and two 

sons. Seven years ago I started painting and this 

changed my view of life. 

Being a part of the Olive Tree project is a joyful 

experience, getting to know women like me 

from different cultures. It means a lot for me to 

paint together with Arab women and to share 

our experiences. 

The olive tree is a symbol of the earth. There are 

olive trees in every town and city. The tree gives 

us a golden fruit to eat. Olives are food for both 

body and soul, for everyone alike. 

My painting called “The Olive Branch”  is unique 

in its special perspective of the branch. The 

branch speaks to us with its strong colours, ripe 

black olives almost begging to be eaten.





Emma Gal  
My Olive Tree

I always thought, and I still do, that it is possible 

to live together, Jews and Arabs, to coexist in 

peace, with no war or separation. Ever since I 

was a child my family taught me to accept and 

respect the Arabs who live in our vicinity. I grew 

up in Nazareth lllit, a neighbouring city to the 

Old City of Nazareth. I always loved walking 

in the open markets of Nazareth and eating 

the delicious humus and labaneh. I pass on 

this message as a heritage to my children and 

grandchildren. 

The painting I have chosen was inspired by the 

ancient olive tree in my yard. My house serves 

as a home for five generations of my family. 

We ourselves would pick the olives of this tree. 

Sometimes we would invite an Arab family to 

pick the olives and use them to make olive oil. 

Half the oil would go to us and half to them. For 

me this was coexistence. 

The name of my painting is “My Olive Tree”.

I am the mother of four and have six 

grandchildren. I recently separated from my 

husband after 40 years of marriage. 

I began to paint 7 years ago at an older age, 

after retiring. My career was in economics and 

statistics - numbers, not art. For me art is a form 

of therapy. I have discovered a new world - the 

world of art and creativity. 

I became connected to the Olive Tree project 

from the moment Sheila told me about her 

idea. Our encounters, Jewish and Arab women 

and one Circassian woman, all of us drawing 

together and becoming connected, fascinates 

me. 





Esther Naftali  
The Sparkling Tree

I am married and we have 6 grandchildren. 

All my life I loved art. When I retired I started 

painting. Painting suits me and I discovered that 

I have the necessary sensitivity. For me the olive 

tree is the king of trees - noble but modest, 

giving shade and food. 

The trunk is twisted, hugging all people. The 

leaves are silvery green all year long and the 

fruit are beaded. In my drawing I use pieces of 

transparent glass that sparkle with many colors. 

Glass and olives are a winning combination. 

The name of my painting is “The Sparkling Tree”.

I was born in Isfahan, Iran, in 1941. I was the 

youngest of six brothers and sisters. In 1951 we 

immigrated to Israel, when I was 10. We lived in 

transit camps in tents and shacks. I moved from 

school to school. I loved to learn but due to my 

parents’ adjustment difficulties and financial 

hardships I ended my studies at the age of 14. I 

began working at a sewing factory with women 

much older than me. 

One day the director came and asked if I 

could read and write. I became his secretary. 

In time I was promoted to regional director of 

Hameshakem, a company that employs disabled 

workers. I was in charge of 300 employees and I 

worked there for 50 years. 





Tamar Ashkenazi  
The Perfect Tree

I was born in Morocco and I immigrated to Israel 

at the age of 9. I speak French, Hebrew and 

Arabic. 

I am a teacher of accounting and economics. I 

have been painting for 8 years. Painting gives me 

a great deal of pleasure and I can express myself 

in painting. 

Painting the olive tree gave me an excellent 

opportunity to become more familiar with 

the Arab population and to form stronger 

relationships that are gradually growing. 

The atmosphere of painting olive trees by Jewish 

and Arab women makes me feel even better - 

that we are all human beings. The olive tree, its 

connection to the earth with its large roots and 

wide and strong trunk, gives a sense of power. 

The leaves serve for healing, its fruit is delicious, 

it gives shade and beauty. 

The name of my painting is “The Perfect Tree”.





Vardit Cohen  
Under the Tree

At first I was afraid that they would choke but 

then I learned to trust them. I feel part of the 

women in the Olive Tree project and can’t wait 

for the next session. 

I believe that the mere reference to the subject 

of cultural connection between Jews and Arabs 

by having joint exhibitions will promote change 

in the region. 

The name of my painting is “Under the Tree”.

I was born during the War of Independence.  

My mother was pregnant and there was 

shooting. She ran quickly and fell into a pit.  

She was sure that she would have a miscarriage 

and a grandmother came and consoled her:  

“It will be okay. Maybe you’ll have a nervous 

baby”. I was born on the festival of Shavuot. I 

grew up on Kibbutz Dovrat. I married a man 

who served on the kibbutz in the Nahal. I was a 

kindergarten teacher and then I worked in the 

babies’ home. 

Lately, when drawing the olive tree, I thought 

about the babies’ home. I would take the babies 

in a big baby carriage, lay a large sheet under the 

olive tree, and put the babies on their stomachs 

under the tree. They would crawl and search for 

the olive pits and taste them. 





Vera Szabo  
The Olive Tree of Hope

I was born in 1946 in the city of Timisoara, 

Romania in the area of Transylvania. 

As a child I was always interested in art history. 

I also liked to sketch. However I never had a 

chance to develop my art. In 1964 we came to 

live in Israel. Up until then the communists did 

not allow us to move away. 

We lived in Haifa where I got married and had 

my two children, then we moved to Afula and I 

worked in a hi-tech firm in the area. Today I am 

retired and now painting. 

When I was asked to be a part of the Olive Tree 

project I was very happy. I believe the coming 

together of the women artists and painting 

together is very important. I want to make a 

change and to be together with Arab and other 

non- Jewish women.

The name of my painting is “The Olive Tree  

of Hope”.





Yael Hoffman  
After the Harvest

The olive tree contributes to my strong feeling 

of being rooted in this country. It is one of the 

seven kinds of fruit with which our country was 

blessed. 

The olives and the oil have a place of honour 

in every Jewish and Arab kitchen. I hope that 

we will continue to paint together to show 

the world that it is possible to have a common 

culture with love and peace. 

The name of my painting is “After the Harvest”.

I was born in Israel in 1940, in Afula. I remained 

here and my children were born here. I am also 

now a grandmother. After retiring from 30 years 

of working with young children I began to draw. 

I grew up in a city surrounded by Arab villages. 

In my class there were children from the 

neighbouring Arab village and in my youth 

movement we all attended the same summer 

camps and activities. For this reason, the idea of 

the Olive Tree project seems natural to me. 

The olive tree grew in my yard from childhood. 

I remember the olive harvest, when my aunt 

shook the tree and the olives fell to the ground. I 

collected them in buckets. 





Zehava Sherman  
Life is in the Bark

I was born and raised in the town of Kfar Saba. 

In my military service, I was a soldier teacher 

in a town near Afula where I met my husband, 

married, and remained as a kindergarten teacher 

until recently when I retired. 

I have 3 children and 5 grandchildren. I have 

been painting for about 3 years and I fell in love 

with the Olive Tree project. 

I met women who live close to our town and 

got to know them when we visited them in their 

home environment. One olive tree is always on 

my mind, a tree that we saw on a trip together. 

Its roots were exposed and they split in two. 

The tree bore fruit and that is how I see the Jews 

and the Arabs, they live together and we need to 

work together for a better future. 

The name of my painting is “Life is in the Bark”.





Mali Schneiderman  
Beneath the Tabor Mountain

I was born in Israel. I married a military man and 

we have two sons and a daughter. 

We reside in Kfar Tavor, located beneath mount 

Tabor. Ten years ago, I was wounded badly 

in a car accident. It took more than a year to 

heal and regain my physical and mental health. 

Painting helped the process and became the 

most important activity besides my family. 

I love to paint and meet with the Arab women 

artists. We learn each other’s culture, traditions 

and way of life. The olive tree is a symbol of 

peace, happiness and love. 

The name of my painting is “Beneath the  

Tabor Mountain”.





Manar Abu Shakra  
Under the Olive Tree

I was born in 1996 in a small village, Wadi 

Hamam, near Tiberias, in the northern part of 

Israel. 

As a young child I painted and drew most of the 

time. I was 17 when I started learning the various 

techniques of painting in a more professional 

way with adults. 

I was very lucky to be accepted as an artist 

among the women of the Olive Tree project. 

I was recently admitted to the best art school 

in Israel, Bezalel in Jerusalem and I feel very 

fortunate. My parents, especially my mother, 

were behind all my exposure to art and my 

desire to become a painter. 

The name of my painting is “Under the  

Olive Tree”.





Mashchaz Ubayeo Zuabi  
The View Behind the Olive Tree

I live in Kfar Nin, near Afula. I have been painting 

for over seven years. I took part in the Olive Tree 

project with Arab and Jewish women and I am 

very proud of our work together. 

I grew up with and near the olive tree, which is 

considered a sacred tree. The tree sticks to us 

all the time, with its roots, with its taste and its 

branches at all times. 

The olive tree unifies the family when the olives 

are harvested. In the Olive Tree project we, the 

participants, are united in everything, in love, 

speech, and feelings.

I like the olive tree in this painting, its trunk 

painted grey, black, and brown, its leaves green, 

and its proximity to the house. From far we can 

see the mosque Al-Aksa in Jerusalem.

The name of my painting is “The View Behind 

the Olive Tree”. 





Michele Ben-Zvi  
The Hug of the Olive Tree

The olive tree is a symbol for deep roots in 

Israel. A symbol of wisdom and power too, while 

being a modest tree. It’s a mature tree, it’s bark 

bears witness of the significant events that have 

marked Israel’s history. 

The tree is rooted deep in the ground. The trunk 

symbolizes the present hardships and the history 

of the people who have lived in this land. In 

my painting the top part symbolizes the future 

and the branches hug and protect the soul and 

human reasoning. For me connecting with the 

Arab artists is also a hug between the nations. 

The name of my painting is “The Hug of the 

Olive Tree”.

I was born in Paris, France. My parents were 

too. My Grandparents emigrated from Warsaw, 

Poland and Iasi, Romania in 1920. 

As far as I remember I have always painted, 

except when I was raising my two children. 

About 15 years ago I was finally able to resume 

my artistic activities. I joined the group to be part 

of the Olive Tree project. I became a member of 

the Jewish -Arabic women artists who chose to 

paint together. 

I moved to Israel 18 years ago and I settled in 

a village named Kfar Gideon, 3km away from 

Afula, where I live with my two children and my 

ten grand-children. Together we planted olive 

trees and almond trees. We were agricultural 

farmers. 





Mira Freundlich 
The Tree in my Yard

I was born in 1955 in Tiberias. I am divorced with 

5 children and 4 grandchildren. I am a self-

employed accountant. 

I have been painting for several years.  

The Jewish- Arab women’s encounters are very 

important for me, both the painting dimension 

and the actual encounter between the women. 

In these encounters each woman brings her 

home cooking and baking. We eat together, 

laugh and talk, and visit each other occasionally 

at home. 

The olive tree symbolizes for me the connection 

to the earth, the well-rooted family. Where I live 

I am surrounded by many olive trees. The tree 

I painted expresses the life the tree gives, the 

nutrition it provides. 

The name of the painting is “The Tree in my 

Yard”.





Nava Teitler  
The Humane Tree

The encounter with women of different ages, 

from different places and cultures, who have in 

common the love of art and the willingness to 

accept others, seems to me incredible. 

Focusing on the olive tree that symbolizes 

rootedness, connection to the earth, health, 

and the ability to survive, is an opportunity to 

connect with other women, to become familiar 

with other worlds, to symbolically remove the 

external features and get to know the woman 

behind the wrappings and the language 

limitations. 

The project is a special opportunity for me to 

enter my innermost soul and cope with deep 

feelings. I feel that the recurring topic enabled 

me to have a special painting experience, to try 

out other materials and choose symbols that 

reflected my feelings, emotions, and thoughts. 

The name of my painting is “The Humane Tree”.

I am married, with 3 children and 4 

grandchildren. I have been a nurse for 30 

years and in recent years I deal with preventing 

infections. I was raised on an agricultural 

farm in the Lower Galilee. Olive trees were an 

inseparable part of my childhood and each 

time anew I am astounded by their unique 

magnificence. 

At work I was always exposed to multiculturalism 

among my colleagues, students, and patients. I 

have been painting for 5 years in a small group 

at the hospital. The « Olive Tree » project let me 

combine my love of painting, human beings, 

and nature. 





Raya Kaplan  
The Tree as a Symbol

I was born in Riga, Latvia. I came to Israel in 1980 

and I live in Afula. 

I worked as an engineer for 21 years. I am 

married to a medical doctor. I am the mother of 

two children and I have six grandchildren. I am 

very happy to live in Israel.

 Ten years ago I joined an art class and started 

painting. Recently I joined the Olive Tree project 

and this project gave me the idea to make a film 

for the local TV station. 

The olive tree symbolizes for me Israel and the 

ties between Jews and Arabs. 

The name of the painting is “The Tree as a 

Symbol”.





Raya Rom  
The Olive Tree and the Mosque

I was born in Lithuania and I came to Israel in 

1973. I worked as an English teacher for 31 years. 

I believe in making peace between nations. I 

want the Jewish and Arab people to learn to 

accept and befriend each other and to create 

culture together. 

I work with acrylic paints and pale blue and grey 

are my basic colours. 

In this painting, I feel that I am expressing my art 

and my true feelings about this unique project.

The name of the painting is “The Olive Tree  

and the Mosque”.





Sheila Dvor Casdi  
First I See You Then I Don’t

I was born in Israel and grew up in the United 

States. I am divorced, a mother of two sons and 

a daughter, four grandchildren. 

My whole life is doing art, primarily drawing and 

painting. Lately I am sort of hypnotized by the 

olive tree. 

Since our project I think, feel, and dream olive 

trees. I love to paint with our group of women 

artists, Jewish and Arab. I feel that I have been 

given a chance to make a change, and that the 

residents of Afula and its surrounding are on the 

way to a better quality of life. 

My painting of the olive tree is composed of a 

bark and branches, leaves, olives, and people’s 

faces. They are hidden, revealed, like the 

complex relationship between the Arabs and the 

Jews in Israel. 

The name of my painting: “First I See You  

Then I Don’t”.





Shuzanna Abu- Masoud  
Mother

This is why I believe today that nothing is 

impossible in order to reach peace and to live in 

one country. I believe in all the just feelings, I can 

connect with you despite all the problems to 

make peace come true. 

I and all my family open the doors to all the 

Jewish and Arab families to sit, talk, eat together, 

with a common language. I would like to appeal 

to the entire world to live and to nurture this 

tree, and we must take care of it - it gives us the 

power and the effort to have peace. 

I want to give a name to the olive tree in my 

painting - it is the most important name for me: 

“Mother”, a symbol of love, respect, religion, 

continuity, and peace.

I am the sixth child in my family. I belong to a 

religious traditional Muslim family. My mother 

is a housewife, my father is unemployed, all of 

my sisters are married. I have kept my traditional 

clothing because of my family’s values. 

My mother likes the multicultural contact 

between Jews and Arabs and always tells us to 

retain good relations with all people. 

For me the olive tree is the air I breathe, because 

of the connection and the social cohesion 

between me and my Jewish friends. 

This made me think about the real dream - 

which is peace, and is in everybody’s thoughts 

- Jew and Arab. 





Fatma Agabariya  
The Tree of Power

I was born in Um Al Fahm where I still live today 

with my husband and 4 children, 2 daughters 

and 2 sons. 

My first degree was in special education and 

now I am studying for my 2nd degree which will 

be in art therapy. I teach art in an elementary 

school in my neighborhood. For the last 2 years 

I have also participated in a project Painting 

Together. 

The Olive Tree project is very exciting for me. It 

is really important that we Arabs and Jews share 

and create culture together. The olive tree is holy 

in the Islam religion - in the Koran it is called: 

“The Blessed Tree” since Allah himself blessed 

the tree. 

The olive tree is a symbol of giving throughout 

one’s life. In my painting the tree is very old, 

bulky and full of roots intertwined around the 

bark. It is not only a tree but a symbol of how we 

all connect to the earth, to our legacy, and most 

importantly to peace.

The name of my painting is “The Tree of Power”.





Fatma Okashi  
Pact of Peace

I am a Muslim, a mother of 3 sons and I live 

in Daburia village at the bottom of Mount 

Tabor. I am a certified nurse and work as a 

hospitalisation inspector. 

I love to paint enormously. As a child I painted 

nature and when I joined the Olive Tree project, 

I felt I had come home. It addressed two of my 

greatest wishes; to paint professionally and to 

connect and get to know Jewish people - to 

achieve eternal coexistence. 

The choice of the olive tree is a true symbol one 

of which Israel is very proud. For Muslims it is the 

holy tree. For both it represents: peace, tradition, 

love, giving and the power to connect to nature. 

This project is a road to co-existence. I hope 

more people will join us. 

Together we paint, together we spread wings of 

peace. Together all is good. Only together.

The name of my painting is “Pact of Peace”.





Fatma Yasin  
My Local Tree

I am a 54 years old mother of 4 and a 

grandmother to 5 children. 

I have always loved to paint. In my work as a 

teacher of small children I did illustrations for 

children’s stories. I have had various art teachers 

and for 3 years attended college where I 

received a degree in painting and ceramics. 

I was very excited to join the Olive Tree project 

and to paint with Jewish women artists. I painted 

my olive tree with impasto brush strokes to 

show the power of the tree. 

The name of my painting is “My Local Tree”.





Guila Cohen  
Pressing the Olives

I am 57 years old. I grew up in Nazareth lllit, 

where I remained for 40 years. 

Recently I moved to a community village called 

Achuzat Barak in the Jezreel Valley. I have been 

working at the HaEmek Medical Center for 30 

years. I began to paint 7 years ago. 

I feel very connected to painting nature, 

particularly with water and acrylic colors. Just 

like each tree is different from the other, human 

beings are different too, and the olive tree is an 

inspiration for me. 

I was glad to join the Olive Tree project because 

I see it as a natural continuation of the joint life 

that Jews and Arabs lead in Israel. Having lived 

close to the Arabs of Nazareth, I am drawn 

to create a new and special closeness with 

Arab women artists and I think it is important 

to connect culturally and socially with our 

neighbours. 

The name of my painting is “Pressing the Olives”.





Hagar Stam  
The Tree and the Wall

I was born in 1955, grew up in Gedera in 

southern Israel in a culturally rooted family. 

I married a farmer from Kfar Kish who produces 

olive oil, honey, almonds, and grapes for wine. I 

have 4 children and 3 grandchildren. 

All my life I have been connected to nature, 

landscapes, to the earth. Where we live we are 

surrounded by olive trees. That is why it was so 

easy for me to connect to this project. We have 

working relations with the Arabs who live nearby 

and I am very happy to get closer to women 

who are so special to me from the Arab society. 

I have been drawing since age 13 and especially 

in the last 7 years. When I paint I feel calm, quiet, 

creative. 

My painting expresses the tree that breaks the 

walls within nature and those between nations, 

yet at the same time connects different worlds 

and produces fruit for all. 

The name of my painting is “The Tree and  

the Wall”.





Hana Jabarin  
Shagrat al-Zitun

I am 48 years old, divorced, a mother of 4 sons. 

I work as a personal coach and group facilitator. 

I was a medical secretary for 17 years at a health 

clinic in Umm al-Fahm. 

Recently I have had feelings about what is 

happening in Israel between the two nations, 

about the relationship between Jews and Arabs. 

As with all societies there are personal interests 

involved and I thought about how people can 

reach a state of calm coexistence. 

I did not think twice when I heard about the 

Olive Tree project. In the first session I felt the 

hope and the love that I received from the 

wonderful group. It is very important to accept 

those different from you and I believe that this 

is the way - through art, painting together, and 

group exhibitions. 

The tree only asks for a place to grow and 

promises unconditional love and nurturing. 

The name of my painting is “Shagrat al-Zitun”, 

Olive tree in Arabic.





Hanna Rozenstein  
The Tree of Peace

I was born in Czechoslovakia, 1936. In May of 

1944, when I was 7½ years old my mother and 

I were taken out from our home and put in a 

freight train to Auschwitz, Poland. When we 

arrived at the death camp we had to go through 

selection. 

To the right - work, to the left - gas chamber... 

we were selected to die. We stood in line for 

the crematorium; a few minutes later I felt my 

mother taking me in my hand and we ran.  

All the years of this crematorium only 6 persons 

successfully escaped from that line to death, 

my mother and I were 2 of the 6.

After the war, when I was 12 years old, my 

mother sent me alone to Israel with the Aliyat 

Hanoar. I love art and painting, most especially 

sharing this joy with the Arab women in the « 

Olive Tree » project. 

The name of my painting is “The Tree of Peace”.





Iman Mokatren  
My family

I was born and have always lived, in the  

Bedouin village of Shibly at the foot of the  

Tabor Mountain. 

I have 4 sisters and one brother all of whom 

are married. I am still single and living with my 

parents. I joined the Olive Tree group because 

of the common spirit and soul I believe all we 

women artists share. 

The olive tree has been a symbol of peace, 

health and happiness, since the time Noah’s 

dove carried an olive branch in her beak. In the 

holy Koran it is said that figs and olives are good 

and soothing. Olive oil is good for us to eat and 

shows real benefits when applied to our skin. 

Traditionally we are at our happiest when we 

harvest the olives. 

Now we also find that meeting to paint together 

is for all of us a great moment of happiness.

The name of my painting is “My family”.





Keren Azar  
Whirlpool

I am a kindergarten teacher, 38 years old, I live 

in Afula. I joined the exciting Olive Tree project 

where women artists paint together the magical 

olive tree, a symbol to both Jews and Arabs with 

a strong tie to history in this part of the world. 

Whilst painting the textured bark of my tree with 

its deep hollow shapes, I experienced similarly 

deep feelings. Feelings about wars and the pain 

of loss and death of loved ones. The delicate 

leaves composed of soft shades of colour also 

swept me into a private inner world of elated 

feelings of joy from the wonderful women I had 

come to know and love through this project. 

This project for me sends a universal message 

that anyone can make a change if only we open 

our hearts and reach out with lots of hope, and 

add much love.

The name of my painting is “Whirlpool”.





Lina Laoz  
My Family and my Tree

The group has also enhanced my work at the 

hospital. I meet all kinds of people. Since being in 

the group I take more care to speak Arabic and 

it seems to help alleviate the tensions between 

patient and caregiver. 

The olive tree symbolizes for me part of the 

foreign culture that we embraced as immigrants. 

In my homeland in the Caucasian mountains, 

we were not familiar with the olive tree. Olive oil 

was not part of the daily menu. About twenty 

years ago I started using it because of its health 

benefits and my children were raised on olive oil. 

My grandmother who was born in a distant 

village from my village in Israel had a small olive 

orchard. When she grew old she constantly 

spoke about who would inherit the olive 

orchard. The orchard was her financial security, 

like savings in the bank that can save her in 

difficult times. In time my grandmother passed 

away, my mother too inherited a small plot. She 

and her three sisters planted olive trees. 

Today I hear once again my mother asking the 

same questions as my grandmother: Who will 

inherit? And I wonder whether one day I will be 

the same!

I was born in 1969. I am married with two 

children. I work as a head nurse at the 

gynecological emergency room in the  

HaEmek Medical Center in Afula. I am a  

Muslim Circassian. 

I began painting in a group at the medical centre 

and I was glad to join the multi-cultural group of 

Jewish and Arab painters with the aim of getting 

to know people around us through art. 

The relationship we have formed is warm and 

loving. My friends always come with a smile 

and with homemade delicacies that draw us 

together and through the food we learn about 

each other. 




