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The WIZO Reporter

WIZO News

As we bring you this seventh edition of The WIZO Reporter, the challenges facing Israeli society remain
immense, but so too does the unwavering spirit of those we serve and the dedication of our WIZO
community in the UK.

It is hard to think that we have marked a second Pesach since October 7. Yet, in the face of adversity,
we continue to witness powerful stories of resilience, education, empowerment and hope. The war
has left young families across Israel under immense strain: they face financial insecurity and the hugely
emotional challenges of raising children in an unstable reality.

WIZO Day Care Centres have been a vital lifeline. We continue to support women and children with
counselling, access to childcare and practical support and enabling hope of a brighter future through
education and self-development. ‘

Women and children are experiencing increasing levels of trauma, disruption of the family structure and
social disintegration. Your support has enabled us to bring stability and hope to these women and in turn
their young families, who are facing uncertainty and hardship due to the ongoing war.

Emergency Pesach Campaign
As families in Israel continue to face the devastating aftermath of the October 7 attacks and ongoing

conflict, WIZO's Emergency Pesach Campaign has brought vital support to women and children in crisis.

Thanks to our generous donors, we've been able to provide psychological counselling, food packages,
childcare support and shelter for vulnerable families.

Academic Degree for Caregivers

November 2024 marked the launch of our groundbreaking Early Childhood Education Degree
programme, in partnership with the Levinsky-Wingate Academic Centre. Our UK organisation has
supported many of the women enrolled. Don't miss the wonderful article on page 11 about it.

WIZOuk on the Ground

In January, a WIZOuk delegation travelled to Israel together with WIZO federations from around the
world to attend the annual Meeting of Representatives. Delegates discussed campaigns, funding, and
the impact of our projects and visited Day Care Centres, schools and other projects. Delegates also had
the opportunity to meet with families benefitting from our emergency services and to speak with degree
scholarship students.

The visit also included a meeting with President Herzog, a visit to the hostages forum and the Nova
Festival site.

WIZO Day Care Centres
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Chair’s Report

Dear Friends,

As we reflect on the past year, it is hard to believe that Israel is still grappling with the horrors of
October 7. It is unthinkable that hostages remain in captivity and not a day goes by without us praying
for their immediate return.

| have been deeply humbled and proud of the unwavering resilience and strength displayed by the
women and families for whom we care, especially in the face of such adversity. It has been another
year of extraordinary challenges, yet our commitment to supporting the most vulnerable in Israeli
society remains steadfast.

At WIZO, we have continued to be a lifeline for women and children impacted by the ongoing crisis,
providing essential support in the form of counselling, childcare and education. Our emergency
programmes have reached those facing the harsh realities of violence, displacement and family
disruption. We have worked tirelessly to ensure that women and children, despite the trauma, continue
to feel seen, supported and empowered.

One of the cornerstones of our work this year has been the vital Emergency Campaign, through
which we have provided stability and hope to countless families living under unimaginable stress and
uncertainty. Your generous support has enabled us to offer a range of services, from psychological
counselling to practical assistance, ensuring that families can maintain their daily lives while navigating
these difficult times.

Our ongoing projects focusing on education, vocational training and self-development have
empowered women to rebuild their futures, find new paths of independence and continue to
contribute to society, despite the many obstacles they face. The strength of the women we support is
a constant reminder of the power of community, resilience and faith.

| want to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude to you—our supporters, volunteers
and partners—for your unwavering dedication to WIZO.

Together, we will continue to make a meaningful impact, ensuring that the next generation of women
and children can build a brighter future.

Wishing you and your loved ones peace, strength and hope as we move forward.

Danielle Shane
Interim Chair WIZOuk

Scan me to find
out more
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Women's Professional Network

Is there such a thing as dressing for success?
Absolutely — according to three Jewish fashion
aficionados.

The WIZOuk Women's Professional Network
launched in January when over 100 women
flocked to Covent Garden to hear valuable insights
and tips from Lisa Armstrong, the Telegraph'’s head
of fashion, Jessica Diner, Vogue's global beauty &
wellness director and Sarah Jossel, beauty director-
at-large and columnist for Sunday Times Style.

which she told guests was a key feature at the
Chanel fashion show she had just been at.

‘It was everywhere and very clever. Nearly all of the
models wore a Chanel red lipstick.”

She said it was likely a sign of the times and that the
brand recognised that fewer people were able to
afford couture pieces than could buy a lipstick at
£32 — "an affordable luxury they're probably happy
to pay for”.

From (L/R) Lisa Armstrong, Naomi Greenaway, Sarah Jossel and Jessica Diner

The three took part in an event to raise money
for WIZOuk's emergency appeal — ‘Healing a
Traumatised Nation’, to support women and
children in Israel who have been impacted by
October 7.

Panel chair, Telegraph Magazine deputy editor
and JC columnist Naomi Greenaway quizzed the
fashion insiders.

According to Armst'rong, who had just arrived from
Paris fashion week wearing a Dior jacket, “you can't
underestimate good tailoring.”

She also paid tribute to the “power” of a red lipstick,

Sarah Jossel told guests that her go-to for feeling
her best was a good blow dry. She said: "Without
the blow dry | had before coming here, | wouldn't
feel half the woman | am sitting here.”

The women discussed having successful careers
in fashion whilst juggling young families. Jessica
Diner, who has three young children, confessed
to owning multiple concealers, which, she said,
were her secret beauty weapon if she only had five
minutes to get ready.

Jossel and Armstrong said that it was often hard
to strike a balance in the office when you want
to wear designer items but face judgement from
other colleagues.
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From (L/R) Lisa Armstrong, Jessica Diner and Sarah Jossel

Jossel provoked laughter when she recalled a
moment she had told former colleagues that her
designer loafers were fake. "They weren't fake. |
just panicked,” she said.

The event was also desighed to ‘support Jewish
women who post October 7 may have experienced
some challenges in the workplace.

WIZOuk chief executive Maureen Fisher said:
‘We know many in our professional network
have experienced antisemitism in the workplace
post October 7 or faced hostile environments.
We wanted to create a space where Jewish
women could network enjoy interesting

WIZO guests

WIZO guests

and fun activities and support each other.”
This event was held to raise funds to help those in
WIZO shelters for victims of abuse and children in
WIZO schools and day centres.

Fisher told guests: “Tonight we are here to gain
insights into fashion and for networking, but
equally to learn more about the vital work of WIZO
at a crucial time of need fashioned’ by the crisis.

“Since October 7, WIZO has had to respond to
the emergency needs created by the devastation
of the war, impacting every member of the family
and in many cases those who already depended
on WIZO to cope with their own challenges.”
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Looking Forward:
WIZO's Vision for the Future

As we move into the second half of 2025, WIZO remains dedicated to empowering women, supporting
children, and strengthening communities. With the challenges of the past 18 months still fresh in our
minds, we are more committed than ever to our mission of creating lasting, positive change. across
Israeli society. Here's a look at what's ahead for WIZO in the coming months.

1. Sponsor A Child — A lifeline for Sderot -

Eachyear, our campaigns take on the most urgentissuesimpacting vulnerable children across the country.
In 2025, we have turned our attention to Sderot — one of Israel's most disadvantaged communities, now
bearing the brunt of unimaginable trauma following the events of October 7.

Children who were already living in difficult circumstances have been uprooted, many losing loved ones
and sheltering in bomb shelters for nights on end.

Healthcare professionals warn the critical window for trauma intervention is six months.

In Sderot, a mere 4% of children received mental health treatment, leaving thousands without support.

Faced with these stark realities, Sponsor a Child 2025 aims to fill the gap where urgent support is lacking. _

Through our Open House and Day Care Centres in Sderot, we are determined to provide therapy for over
1,500 children, offering everything from professional counselling to caring mentorship. Our programmes
provide vital emotional support, strengthening family resilience and promoting healing from trauma.
By combining safe physical spaces, specialised counselling and robust community resources, WIZO
empowers the children and families of Sderot to envision and pursue a brighter future, even in the face
of continued uncertainties.

With your help, these traumatised children can break free from the grip of fear and step forward into
hope. Time is running out, and every moment we delay could mean a lifetime of unresolved trauma.
We must stand with Sderot’s children in their darkest hour. By sponsoring a child now, you can spark
the change that brings them back to life, back to laughter, and back to dreams of a brighter tomorrow.

Sponsor-A Child — A lifeline for Sderot
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2. Mental Health and Trauma Recovery Initiatives

In response to the increasing mental health challenges facing women and children, particularly due to
the ongoing crisis, WIZO has introduced new mental health initiatives. These include the expansion of
counselling services, support groups and trauma recovery programmes. We recognise the critical need
to provide emotional support to help women and children rebuild their lives and are committed to
making these services available to more families in need.

Mental Health and Trauma Recovery Initiatives Strengthening the Role of Women in Israeli Society

3. Strengthening the Role of Women in Israeli Society

WIZO is committed to continuing our advocacy work to highlight the essential role that women play
in shaping Israeli society. Through our public campaigns and partnerships with local government, we
will work to raise awareness of women's contributions and advocate for policies that promote gender
equality, social justice and economic empowerment.

4. The WIZOuk Entrepreneur Awards

In addition to our ongoing programmes, 2025 also sees, following on from our successful Commitment
Awards: The WIZOuk Entrepreneur Awards, a highlight of our year. These prestigious awards celebrate
the achievements of entrepreneurs who have made a significant impact in their fields, particularly in
areas of innovation, creativity, and social responsibility. With categories ranging from Public Sector
Entrepreneur of the Year to Purpose Entrepreneur of the Year, these Awards honour those who are
shaping society and offer a platform for inspiring stories of resilience, vision and leadership—traits that
are fundamental to our mission of empowering and creating lasting change in society.

| —

ENtRSPRENCUR
AWaRDS 2025

The WIZO Entrepreneur Awards 2024 Commitment Awards
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WIZO News

Once again, our groups have excelled over the past
12 months with a packed and varied programme of
events. As always, we are inspired by your efforts
and hugely grateful for your continued support and
vital fundraising.

Tikvah WIZO provided food for thought with a well-
supported supper quiz last May.

The following month, Oxford Brookes University
social historian and baking enthusiast Dr Alysa
Levene delivered a mouth-watering history of
cake to members of the local WIZO group. Her
enlightening talk included a slice of family life as she
revealed that her sister had three wedding cakes,
explaining: “Our grandmother, mother and step-
mother made their signature cakes. Our mother
made a chocolate sponge which we called ‘Auntie
Queenie’'s chocolate cake', after the great-aunt who
gave her the recipe. It appeared at almost all our
birthdays in one guise or another. In our family, as
in many others, these familiar cakes are the makers
of memories.”

In a busy month of activities, June also saw PWL
hold a Colour and Light therapy session with Claire
Freeman and Newcastle WIZO stage a cabaret tea
with entertainment from vintage-style jazz and
swing singer Claire Louise.

Southgate WIZO's celebrity lunch

Southgate WIZO's celebrity lunch starred a woman
of letters - Countdown presenter Rachel Riley — and
there were two well received activities in Leeds. The
Rebecca Sieff group arranged a coffee morning and
Women Leading The Way (WLTW) ran a networking

workshop with event organising specialist Juliet
Shenderey on the theme of ‘Overcoming challenges
as a woman in business’. Participants were “inspired
to focus on the positive, step out of your comfort
zone and seize opportunities”.

Supporters of Shemesh Aviv took a particularly
keen interest in Wimbledon 2024 after the Aviv
group organised a draw, for which entrants were
randomly allocated a player in the men’'s or
women'’s singles events. Cash prizes were served
up to the ticket holders of the men’s and women'’s
champions and runners-up. ‘

WIZO in the Wood Summer tea

Other summer-themed events were Olim's
musical lunch, Kingston's garden party in Esher,
WIZO in the Wood's summer tea, PWL's tea in July
and an August garden social run by Bromley and
South East London.

Green Apple- Deborah Paul

In September, the Green Apple group got mobile
as Deborah Paul - a qualified fitness and nutrition
instructor specialising in weight management and
movement — led a session on exercise, explaining
both why it was important and how much we
should be doing.
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PWL members gained a fascinating insight into a
very different Jewish existence, courtesy of Gill
Freedman, author of ‘Jews Milk Goats'. Gill moved
from North London with her husband Jeremy to
run a smallholding in rural Bedfordshire. She told
her WIZO audience how they tackled the challenge
of raising chickens, sheep, cows and goats and
growing fruit and vegetables while maintaining an
observant life.

Gill Freedman, author of Jews Milk Goats’
Rotem Aviv hosted businesswoman, lecturer and
writer Ayelet Mamo Shay, who conducts research
into small Jewish communities worldwide. She also

chairs the Gibraltar-Israel Chamber of Commerce

and spoke about her multi-faceted life, which is
detailed in her latest book The Ladies That Rock
The Rock’, as well as the stories of other leading
ladies in Gibraltar.

Rotem Aviv hosted Ayelet Mamo Shay

There was a civic theme to PWLs November
meeting as the group welcomed former
Portsmouth Lord Mayor Elaine Baker and two
times Elstree and Borehamwood Mayor Sandra
Parnell. WIZO Interim Chair Danielle Shane and
CEO Maureen Fisher attended Oxford's AGM and
Shemesh Aviv held a brunch.

End of year activities included coffee mornings
at Leeds Aviva and Rebecca Sieff and a Bromley
and South East London lunch meeting addressed
by John Levy, honorary director of the Academic
Study Group on Israel and the Middle East. John is
also a senior trustee of the UK branch of the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel and his topic
was ‘Nature and nurture in Israel today'.

elicious coffee mornin
Kay Wierba spoke to Green Apple members about
surviving sarcoma, the rare bone and soft tissue
cancer she was diagnosed with in 2018. The
management consultant and coach discussed her
journey.through sarcoma, stressing the importance
of early diagnosis. She said her experience had
inspired her to work to raise awareness and
understanding.

Rotem Aviv launched its 2025 programme with
a talk in Hebrew about the ancient connection
of Jews with Iraq. Rebecca Barker brought ‘Me
and My Poetry’ to WLTW Leeds. The timeframe
covered by her works ran from the Covid period
to the October 7 atrocities and attendees were
encouraged to ‘express emotions, capture
moments and experiences and release thoughts”.

Chamanit organised another of its renowned
duplicate bridge lunches and PWL members
enjoyed an illuminating talk from playwright and
lyricist Estee Stimler. A born and bred New Yorker
who has lived in London for three decades, she
forged a successful career as a speechwriter, with
politicians and top executives among her clientele.
Indeed, one of her speeches was enshrined on a
plaque given to then US President Bill Clinton in the
Oval Office.
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Shemesh Aviv staged a Rock N "Roll Evening «

They came to dance in Hertfordshire in February
as Shemesh Aviv and Bushey Synagogue staged
a Rock ‘N’ Roll Evening, where a sell-out crowd
danced the night away to music by The Beats. Anne
Frank members in Leeds gathered for a fabulous
coffee morning.

o
7
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Leeds Anne Frank’s fabulous coffee morning

Rotem Aviv's March Fashion Show was a hot ticket,
with an audience of over 100 treated to a viewing
of some fabulous fashion by James Lakeland,
showcased by a roster of impressive volunteer
models and music by Flame Music Duo.

Rotem Aviv's March Fashion Show

Locally based auctioneer Gary Don shared secrets
of life under the hammer with Leeds Aviva. North
Cheshire members were addressed by Philip
Rubenstein, the founder director of the Holocaust
Educational Trust, who was involved in getting
the study of the Shoah onto the National Schools
Curriculum in the UK.

In Elstree, actress Louisa Clein starred for Chamanit,
attracting a big lunch crowd. Known for her role as
Maya Stepney inlong-running ITV soap Emmerdale,

and appearances in other television staples such as -

Holby City, Casualty and Midsomer Murders, Louisa
talked both about her career and her interest in
intergenerational trauma.

Southgate WIZO welcomed chef and cookery writer
Judi Rose, who has followed in the footsteps of her
mother, Evelyn, author of the pioneering, and many
times revised, ‘International Jewish Cookbook'. And
Shemesh Aviv supporters toured the world's oldest
smoked salmon producing factory, H Forman &
Son.

Our year ended on a tasty note as North Cheshire
once again held a successful Yom Ha'atzmaut
celebration. Forty people enjoyed a delicious tea
at the home of Leila Levine. Guests were moved
by stories from Rabbi Elituv, who spoke about his
son serving in the IDF.
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North Cheshire celebrate Yom Ha'atzmaut in style
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A Future Fueled by Education

WIZO has launched a new academic programme
designed to empower women from low-income
backgrounds to pursue a degree in Early Childhood
Education. The initiative open to caregivers working
in some of WIZO's 161 Day Care Centres, provides
them with the tools to change their lives and
enhance their role in society.

The mastermind behind this transformative
programme is Lea Kacen, WIZO's Head of Early
Years Division, who partnered with the prestigious
Levinsky-Wingate Academic Centre to launch this
degree.

Kacen believes this opportunity will not only elevate
the status of early childhood education but also
highlight its importance in Israeli society.

Kacen explained. “Research shows that the first
five years are crucial to a child’'s growth and future
success. It's vital that we shift this focus and invest in
early years education.”

Kacen's goal is clear: to empower women through
education, enabling them to raise their children with
better knowledge and to contribute more effectively
to society. The programme has already sparked
significant interest, with over 100 applications from
staff at WIZO's Day Care Centres.

-

ea Kacen

The mastermind behind the program
‘We were blown away by the response,” Kacen
said. “Early childhood education has long been
underappreciated, often seen as low-skilled and
low-paid work. But this programme is set to change
that, offering these women a sense of pride, status,
and improved earning potential.”

The first cohort of 26 women, from across WIZO's
centres, began their academic journey in November.
For many of them, this is the first time anyone in their
family has pursued higher education, a moment
they describe as life-changing.

Yael Malka, 52, a survivor of domestic violence,
shared her personal journey. ‘| come from a poor
family, and I've always wanted to be a kindergarten
teacher. | was afraid to learn, but with this
scholarship, I'm proving to myself—and to those
who doubted me—that | am capable. My son, who
attends a special education school, now wants to
go to college too. I've become a role model for
him,” she said.

For Olga Margulies, 36, the opportunity to study
has been both professionally and personally
transformative, ‘I feel more confident and self-
respected. | am proud to go to college, and my
children are proud of me too,” she said.

. ) /AN
WIZOuk’s Jackie Ellert
In January, Jackie Ellert, a longstanding WIZOuk
member and former trustee, visited the students
and witnessed first-hand how the degree course
Is impacting their lives. Inspired by the initiative,
Ellert pledged to sponsor the course for one of the
participants.

Studentstravellongdistancesto attend the Levinsky-
Wingate Academic Centre, balancing their studies
with work at WIZO's Day Care Centres.

‘| was amazed by the sacrifice these women are
making to advance themselves,” Ellert said. “One
Israeli Muslim woman gets up at 4am to complete
her household chores before heading to class.
The dedication to self-improvement and family
IS inspiring.”
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Some first students on the Early hildhood Education degree
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e
Rebecca Sieff Day 2025

We are thrilled that Linda Plant will be joining us as the special guest for Rebecca Sieff Day 2025
on Wednesday 2 July in North West London. '

It is a chance to hear from a formidable businesswoman, fashion entrepreneur and familiar face from
BBC's The Apprentice. Linda brings with her a wealth of experience, insight and inspiration. Known for
her sharp business acumen and straight-talking style, she embodies the values of ambition, resilience and
innovation that WIZO champions. Her presence at this year's event promises to be both empowering and
engaging and we look forward to welcoming her as we celebrate the enduring legacy of Rebecca Sieff
and the powerful impact of women in leadership. :

Linda built her first business from scratch, going on to become one of the first women to head a PLC
in the UK and later launched a successful interior design company working on high-end residential and
commercial projects.

Linda Plant

WE HAVE A BRAND NEW RANGE OF CARDS, GIFTS
AND CERTIFICATES FOR ALL OCCASIONS

IMPACTING
This FUTURE

Al can be purchased online at wizouk.org/wizo-shop
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WIZOuk's Legacy Garden:
Growing Hope in Jerusalem

In Beit Hakerem, Jerusalem, a vibrant new initiative is blooming—WIZOuk's Legacy Garden, located at
our Vocational High School. This special space brings healing-and hope to at-risk students, kindergarten
children, and women and children living in our Shelter.

The garden includes an Educational Greenhouse, Herb Garden, Rose Garden, Study Garden, and a
Meditation & Therapy Garden—all used as therapeutic and educational spaces. It also connects WIZOuk
supporters to their loved ones through the dedication of plants and flowers in celebration of birthdays,
anniversaries, and in memory. ,

From hands-on carpentry and outdoor learning to sustainable food growing and emotional healing, the
garden teaches life skills while supplying the school's kitchen with produce like cucumbers, strawberries,
and herbs )

We invite you to be part of this growing legacy by choosing a meaningful gift from our Legacy Garden.

£30 — 1 Rose Bush

£75 - 1 Grape Vine

£150 — 20 Herb Plants

£350 — 12 Rose Bushes

£550 — 1 Garden Bench

£720 — 10 Grape Vines :
£1,000 — 18 Rose Bushes & 80 Herb Plants

Scan to watch
The Garden of
dreams film

At WIZO's Garden of Dreams in Jerusalem, hope blossoms every day. This unique Legacy Garden provides
a sanctuary of healing, learning and empowerment for at-risk youth,women and children in need. From an
Educational Greenhouse to a Meditation & Therapy Garden, each space nurtures resilience, sustainability
and new beginnings.

You can give "more than flowers” — purchase a beautifully designed gift token in your loved one’s name,
or dedicate a rose bush, herb plant, or garden furniture to create a lasting impact for future generations.

Find out more or purchase a gift token at www.wizouk.org or email central@wizouk.org
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WIZOuk Young Patrons and Benefactors

Our Young Patrons and Benefactors launched this year with three highly enjoyable and thought
provoking events.

Guests at a West End restaurant enjoyed cocktails and music and heard from Hen Mazzig. globally
recognised author, speaker, educator and digital influencer about his journey into Jewish activism and
social media influence. Hen, a WIZOuk Commitment Award winner spoke to a captivated crowd about
how we can use our voice online and face-to-face to help fight antisemitism.

This was followed later in the year by two impactful networking events in partnership with St John's
Wood Young Professionals and Westminster Next Dor. WIZOuk trustee Claude Littner was joined
by Michael Abraham, Rosanna Burr, Alex Littner, Hannah Feldman, Danny Sinitsky and WIZOuk
Commitment Award winner Charley Young MBE. The panellists told stories of their careers and
gave advice and answered questions from the enthralled audiences about their concerns on how to
progress and succeed with their futures. '

Look out for our next Young Patrons and Benefactors event soon.

Changing Lives - Building Futures

Mfriam

At the Nova Festival on October 7 she witnessed her two friends being
murdered and was injured herself. Her WIZO social worker immediately putin
place a programme of trauma therapy.

Please help WIZO provide specialist practical and emotional trauma support
to the thousands who depend on us more than ever as the impact of October

7 and subsequent events escalates.
Scan for

Thank you. Please donate now
at wizouk.org or call 020 7319 9169

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
“ Registered with

FUNDRAISING

Registered charity number: 1125012. Registered company number: 6634748. REGULATOR

Jewish Women's Week

Jewish Women's Week (JWW) stands as one of WIZOuk's proudest and most enduring traditions —
a celebration of female-led philanthropy and community action that stretches back over /5 years.

Each spring, hundreds of dedicated volunteers across the UK take to the streets to raise vital funds for
WIZO's work. One of those volunteers is Viv Filer, who started as a collector for Hampstead Garden
Suburb six weeks before her son’s Barmitzvah and today, he is 43!

Speaking to the WIZO Reporter magazine, she said: “It was 1995, so |'ve been doing it a very long time.
Things have changed over the years, and we have moved with the times and technology in terms of how
we collect money.”

According to Viv, one of the things that makes Jewish Women's Week so unique is its grassroots spirit.

‘| think it's fair to say different groups are pretty competitive — but in the spirit of wanting to do the best
for WIZO. My own group has over 50 collectors, and we raise a substantial amount of money. We're a
really big group.”

For Viv and other volunteers, IJWW is a powerful reminder that every
penny collected — whether through doorstep collections, digital
donations, or local fundraising events — has a direct and lasting impact.

‘| do it every year because | know it makes such a big difference. The
work of WIZO speaks for itself.”

Whether you've been part of JWW for decades or are collecting for the
very first time, your involvement is part of something truly special.

Thank you to every collector, donor and supporter who make Jewish
Women's Week a force for.good. Your efforts are felt not just for one
week, but for a lifetime.

Joanna Wulwik
Chair Jewish Women's Week

", Miriam’s Story

WIZO Story Writing Competition Winners

We're thrilled to announce the winners of WIZO's Story Writing
Competition in conjunction with the Jewish News and PJ Library.

Our secondary school winner Ori Rum Zemet won for her powerful
short story ‘Black October’, which movingly captured the fear, strength
and uncertainty of life in Israel during times of conflict. Ori’s story took
us into the heart of a Jerusalem family sheltering from missile attacks
on what should have been a joyous Simchat Torah.

Primary school runner-up Ava Nicholson won for her heartfelt poem
‘My Mum’. Ava’s touching tribute to her mother, Sophie, highlights the
quiet strength, patience and love it takes to care for a busy household
— especially one with neurodivergent siblings.

Both entries reflect the spirit of WIZO: strength in adversity and hope

through words. Primary school.runner-up Ava Nicholson
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Mazal Tov To The Following On Their Special Celebrations!

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Rita Abrams — 100th Birthday
Sylvia Baker — 100th Birthday
Gloria Besser — 70th Birthday
Pamela Crystal — Special Birthday
Anne Davis — 80th Birthday
Sharon Eskenazy — 60th Birthday
Michael Gee — 85th Birthday
Colleen Harrison — 95th Birthday
Liz Jacoby — 80th Birthday

Ruth Leviten — 80th Birthday
Jennie Nivern — 103rd Birthday
Serena Morris — 90th Birthday
Michéle Pollock — 80th Birthday
Anita Royston — 96th Birthday
Betty Sacks — 100th Birthday
Marlene Shaffner — 90th Birthday
Jill Shaw — 80th Birthday

Norma Simon — 94th Birthday
Jacqui Solomons — 70th Birthday
Ethne Woldman — 80th Birthday

BIRTHS

Miriam Falk — New Great Grandson
Norma Hart — New Great Grandchild
Susan Morris-Manuel — New Grandson

Myra Bernard BEM

ANNIVERSARIES

Norma Abrahams — Diamond Wedding Anniversary
Amanda Evans — 30th Wedding Anniversary
Cynthia Messias — 65th Wedding Anniversary
Sheila Pearce — Diamond Wedding Anniversary
Karen Ross — Golden Wedding Anniversary
Michele Vogel - Golden Wedding Anniversary
Renee Woolf — Diamond Wedding Anniversary
Joanna Wulwik - Golden Wedding Anniversary

ENGAGEMENTS/WEDDINGS

Caroline Brower — Daughter’'s Wedding
Ilana Metzger — Daughter’'s Engagement
Keffi Wyse — Daughter’s Wedding

Helen Reisman - Grandson'’s Wedding

BAR MITZVAH

Josephine Brill — Grandson's Barmitzvah
Ros Preston — Great Grandson's Barmitzvah
Ros Shenderey — Grandson'’s Barmitzvah

Dr Suzie Shenderey — Son'’s Barmitzvah

BAT MITZVAH ;
Maureen Lewin — Granddaughter’'s Batmitzvah
Michéle Pollock — Granddaughter’s Batmitzvah

Caroline Brower —
Passing of her Father Norman Freedman

Daughters of Doreen Duke —
Passing of their Mother

Ellen Earle -
Passing of her Husband Gerald Earle

Lydia Freedman —
Passing of her daughter Elise Freedman

The family of Anne Godfrey

Ben & Joe Goodwin — ,
Passing of their Mother Kate Goodwin

Laurence Harris —

Passing of his wife Jennifer Harris
Harvey Livingston —

Passing of his wife Eleanor Livingston
Lizzie Maisels —

passing of her Husband Jesmond Blumenthal

Alison Maurice —

Passing of her Mother Nina Lazarus
Martin Moss —

Passing of his wife Frances Moss

Condolences

Natalie Pearce —

passing of her father David Woolf

Nick Osorio —

Passing of his wife Jen Osorio

Leslie Rose —

passing of her mother Beverlie Bernie
Ruth Sotnick -

passing of her husband Richard Sotnick
Prof Alan Shenkin —

Passing of his wife Leonna Shenkin
Jonathan & Antony Silverman —

Passing of their Mother Edna Kramer
Gill Woodbridge —

passing of her husband Robert Woodbridge
Claire & David Zulman —

Passing of their Fathers

Shoshana Appleton —

Passing of her husband Ronnie Appleton
Marlene Sender — _

Passing of her husband Malcolm Sender
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